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ABSTRACT

This paper examines the shifting landscape of international security and how state roles have evolved in
response to these changes. States now face an interconnected and interdependent security environment
that requires cooperation and coordination beyond national boundaries. The paper also highlights how
state power and influence in the global system have been redefined in the recent time. While states remain
important actors, their dominance has been challenged by the rise of non-state actors, such as
multinational corporations, non-governmental organizations, and transnational criminal networks, who
have the ability to impact international security dynamics. Relying on secondary source of data as a
veritable means of data collection, the paper adopted the theory of constructivism as its theoretical
underpinning in explaining international security and the changing roles of states in the global system.
The paper found amongst others, that the complex interplay of geopolitical shifts, emerging technologies,
regional dynamics, and global trends has reshaped the traditional notions of state sovereignty and
security. It’s also found out that the international security challenge is of course, multifaceted in nature.
Based on the findings above, the paper recommended as thus; the need to conduct an In-Depth Analysis
of Geopolitical Shifts of the current and anticipated geopolitical shifts in future, including changes in
power dynamics among states, regional dynamics, and global trends and also, the need to adopt aholistic
approach to address the multifaceted nature of the international security challenges associated with
diplomacy, multilateralism, responsible use of technology as a sure ways to international peace, order

and stability.
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Introduction

International security has been a crucial
issue in the global system, with states
playing a central role in shaping security
dynamics. However, the changing nature of
international relations has led to a shift in
the role of states in international security.
This work examines the evolving role of
states in the global system in the context of
international  security. The traditional
understanding of state-centric  security,
where states are seen as the primary actors
responsible for ensuring their own security
through military power and alliances, has
been challenged by various factors.
Globalization, technological advancements,
and the emergence of non-state actors have
transformed the international security
landscape, leading to a re-evaluation of the

role of states (Hoeffler, 2004).

In today's rapidly evolving global landscape,
the concept of international security has
undergone significant changes, reshaping
the role of states in the global system.
Traditional notions of state sovereignty,
national security, and the monopoly of
power have been challenged, as new actors
and threats emerge, and as states grapple
with the complex interplay of global

challenges. This work explores the changing

role of states in the global system in the
context of international security, examining
how states are adapting to new realities and
redefining their roles to address emerging
challenges. Historically, states have been the
primary actors in the international system,
wielding power and authority over their
territories and populations. The principle of
state sovereignty, enshrined in the United
Nations Charter, has long been considered
the cornerstone of international relations,
granting states the exclusive right to govern
their territories and determine their own
domestic and foreign policies. However, this
traditional understanding of state
sovereignty has been challenged in recent
years, as non-state actors such as
multinational corporations, non-
governmental organizations, and
transnational criminal networks have gained

significant influence in global affairs

(Alexander Wendt, 2014).

The rise of non-state actors has disrupted the
traditional power dynamics of the
international system, as they operate across
national borders, often without regard for
state boundaries, and wield considerable
economic, technological, and social
influence. For example, multinational

corporations, ~with their transnational
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operations and vast resources, can shape
global economic policies, environmental
regulations, and labor practices, affecting
the well-being and security of states and
their populations. Non-governmental
organizations, with their advocacy and
humanitarian efforts, can influence state
policies on human rights, development, and
security. Transnational criminal networks,
with their illicit activities such as drug
trafficking, = human  trafficking, and
cybercrime, pose threats to states' security
and challenge their ability to maintain law

and order within their borders (David

Krieger,2022).

As a result, states have had to adapt to this
changing landscape and reassess their roles
in the global system. One key trend has been
the increased emphasis on cooperative
approaches to address global challenges.
States are recognizing that many of the
transnational challenges they face, such as
climate change, terrorism, and pandemics,
cannot be effectively addressed by any
single state acting alone. These challenges
require coordinated efforts and collective
action among states, often through
international organizations and multilateral
agreements. For example, the Paris

Agreement on climate change, the United

Nations Security Council resolutions on
countering terrorism, and the World Health
Organization's efforts to combat global
pandemics all reflect the growing
recognition that states need to work together

to tackle common threats.

In addition, states are also leveraging
regional and sub-regional organizations to
address  security challenges. Regional
organizations, such as the European Union,
the African Union, and the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization, among others,
have emerged as important actors in the
global system, with mandates to promote
regional security, economic cooperation, and
political stability. These organizations
provide platforms for states to coordinate
their efforts, pool their resources, and
develop joint strategies to address regional
security challenges, such as conflicts,
migration, and terrorism. They also facilitate
dialogue and diplomacy among member
states, helping to manage tensions and
conflicts, and promoting regional stability.

Another significant shift in the role of states
in the global system is the changing nature
of warfare and security threats. Traditional
notions of warfare, characterized by inter-
state conflicts, have evolved to encompass a

wide range of non-traditional security
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challenges, such as cyber warfare, terrorism,
transnational ~ organized  crime, and
asymmetric warfare. These new security
threats often require different responses and
strategies, beyond conventional military
means. States are now required to develop
capabilities to counter these non-traditional
threats, which may include building cyber
defenses, conducting intelligence and
surveillance operations, and developing
strategies to counter violent extremism. In

many cases, states are also collaborating

with non-state actors (Scott D, 2017)

Statement of the Problem

As the global system undergoes significant

shifts in  political, economic, and
technological dynamics, the traditional roles
and responsibilities of States in ensuring
international security are evolving. In
today's interconnected world, States face a
complex array of security challenges that
transcend national borders, including
terrorism, cyber threats, climate change, and
pandemics, which require new approaches to
address effectively. Additionally, the rise of
non-state actors, such as multinational
corporations and international organizations,
has further challenged the traditional notion
of State sovereignty and its role in

maintaining global security (Regan, 2002).

This work aims to investigate and analyze
how the changing role of States in the global
system impacts international security. It
seeks to identify the key drivers behind the
changing role of States, including shifts in
power dynamics, economic
interdependence, technological
advancements, and changing norms and
values. This work will also explore the
implications of these changes for traditional
State-centric approaches to international
security, such as military power, diplomacy,
and alliances, providing a clear direction for
examining the evolving role of States in the
global system and its implications for
international security. By addressing this
problem statement, this work aims to
contribute to a deeper understanding of the
changing landscape of international security
and the implications for State roles and

responsibilities in the contemporary global

context.

The Shifting Landscape of International
Security

The international security landscape has
been constantly shifting, with various
changes and challenges that have shaped the
roles of states in response. Some of the key
shifts in the international security landscape

include:
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a. Changing power dynamics: The global
balance of power has been shifting with the
rise of new powers such as China, India, and
Brazil, and the relative decline of traditional
powers like the United States and Europe.
This has led to a reconfiguration of the
international system and has affected states'
roles in shaping security dynamics. Rising
powers have sought to assert their influence
and challenge existing power structures,
while established powers have tried to adapt
to these changes and maintain their

dominance.

b. Non-state actors and asymmetric threats:
Non-state actors, such as transnational
terrorist organizations, cyber criminals, and
organized crime networks, have emerged as
significant security threats. These actors do
not conform to traditional state boundaries
and can operate across borders, posing
challenges to states' ability to address
security  threats. = Asymmetric threats,
including cyber warfare, hybrid warfare, and
terrorism, have also evolved, requiring states
to adapt their roles and strategies to

effectively counter these threats.

¢. Multilateralism and global governance:
There has been an increasing recognition of

the need for multilateral approaches to

address global security challenges, such as
climate change, pandemics, and migration.
States have had to cooperate and collaborate
through international organizations and
institutions to find collective solutions to
these challenges. This has led to the
evolution of states' roles from traditional
sovereignty-based approaches to more
cooperative and multilateral approaches to

security governance.

In response to these changes, states have
adapted their roles in various ways. This
includes engaging in diplomatic efforts to
build alliances, participating in multilateral
forums, developing new strategies to counter
asymmetric threats, investing in
technological capabilities, and addressing
evolving norms and values. However, there
are also challenges and tensions as states
navigate these shifts in the international
security landscape, including issues related
to sovereignty, competition for resources,
conflicting interests, and power struggles.
The roles of states in international security
will likely continue to evolve in response to
these  changes, requiring flexibility,
cooperation, and adaptation to effectively
address the complex security challenges of

the 21st century.
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How States Power and Influence in the
Global System Have Been Redefined

States power and influence in the global
system have been redefined in several ways
in response to changes in the international
security landscape. Some key aspects of
how states power and influence have

evolved include:

a. Multi-polarity and the rise of new powers:
The global system has shifted from a
unipolar or bipolar system to a more multi-
polar system, with the rise of new powers
such as China, India, and Brazil challenging
the dominance of traditional powers like the
United States and Europe. This has
redefined the power dynamics among states,
with new powers gaining economic,
political, and military influence, and
traditional powers needing to adapt to a

more distributed global power structure.

b. Economic power and interdependence:
Economic power has become a key source
of influence for states in the global system.
States with strong economies, robust trade
relationships, and investment capabilities are
able to wield significant influence in
international relations. Economic
interdependence among states has also
increased, with global supply chains and

financial networks creating dependencies

that can affect states' power and influence.
This has led to the redefinition of power
beyond military capabilities to include

economic strength and interdependence.

c. Soft power and influence through ideas
and values: Soft power, which refers to the
ability of states to attract and influence
others through ideas, values, and culture, has
gained prominence in the global system.
States that can project appealing ideologies,
cultural values, and norms can enhance their
influence and shape global discourse. This
has led to a redefinition of power beyond
military and economic capabilities to
include the power of ideas and values in

shaping international relations.

Overall, the redefinition of states power and
influence in the global system has been
shaped by changing dynamics in the
international security landscape, including
the rise of new powers, economic
interdependence, and soft power influence
of  non-state actors, technological
advancements, and multilateralism. States'
power and influence are no longer solely
determined by military capabilities, but also
by economic strength, soft power,
technological prowess, and ability to engage

in multilateral efforts to address global

challenges. Adaptation to these changes and
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strategic agility are critical for states to
effectively navigate the evolving dynamics

of power and influence in the global system.

The Changing Dynamics (Collier,P &
Hoeffler, A, 2004) (Gleditsch,N.P &
Wallensteen,P, 2002)(P.M, 2002)(Fortna V,
2008) of State Behaviour In The Global
System.

The dynamics of state behavior in the global
system have been changing in response to
various factors. Some key changes in state

behavior include:

a. Shift from competition to cooperation:
While competition among states for
resources, influence, and power remains a
fundamental aspect of international
relations, there has been a growing
recognition of the need for cooperation to
address global challenges. Issues such as
climate change, pandemics, terrorism, and
transnational crime require collective action,
and states are increasingly engaging in
cooperative efforts through regional and
international organizations to address these
challenges. This shift towards cooperation
reflects a growing understanding that global
issues cannot be effectively tackled by

individual states alone.

b. Emphasis on diplomacy and negotiation:
Diplomacy and negotiation have gained
renewed importance in state behavior in the
global system. States are recognizing the
need to engage in diplomatic efforts to
resolve conflicts, prevent escalation, and
achieve their interests through peaceful
means. Diplomatic initiatives, negotiations,
and dialogue are being prioritized over
military force as a means of resolving
disputes and promoting cooperation among

states.

c. Focus on non-traditional security

challenges: Non-traditional security
challenges such as cyber threats,
transnational ~ crime, pandemics, and
environmental issues are increasingly
shaping state behavior in the global system.
States are realizing that these challenges
require collaborative approaches and are
extending their engagement beyond
traditional security concerns. Cooperation,
coordination, and  information-sharing
among states have become essential in
addressing these non-traditional security

challenges.

Overall, the changing dynamics of state
behavior in the global system are
characterized by a shift towards cooperation,

diplomacy, and engagement with non-state
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actors, emphasis on non-traditional security
challenges, multilateralism, norms and
values, and the evolving role of technology.
These changes reflect the complex and
interconnected nature of today's global
challenges and the need for states to adapt
their behavior and strategies accordingly

(Gleditsch, 2022)

Theoretical Framework

The theory of Constructivism in
international relations has been developed
and advanced by various scholars over time.
While there is no single individual who can
be identified as the sole proponent or
originator ~of  constructivism,  several
influential  scholars have contributed
significantly to its development. One of the
major proponents of Constructivism is
Alexander Wendt, a political scientist who
has made significant contributions to the
field of international relations. In his
influential book "Social Theory of
International Politics" published in 1999,
Wendt argues that states behavior in
international relations is shaped by social
norms and shared understandings, rather
than solely by material interests. He
emphasizes the role of ideas, norms, and

beliefs in shaping state behavior and the

dynamics of international relations. Other

notable scholars who have contributed to the
development of constructivism include
Martha Finnemore, Kathryn Sikkink,
Friedrich Kratochwil, and Nicholas Onuf,
among others. They have furthered the
constructivist perspective by examining how
norms, ideas, and identities shape state
behavior, international institutions, and

global governance.

It's important to note that constructivism as a
theoretical framework in international
relations has evolved over time and
continues to be developed by various
scholars. The theory has been influential in
challenging  traditional theories  that
emphasize material interests and power
dynamics, and it has provided insights into
how social constructs shape international

behavior and interactions among states.

International Security and the Changing
Role of States in the Global System can be
analyzed through the lens of constructivism,
which is a theoretical framework in
international relations that emphasizes the
role of ideas, norms, and identities in

shaping international behavior.

According to constructivism, states and
other international actors do not simply act
based on material interests, but are also

influenced by social constructs such as
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norms, values, and identities. These social
constructs shape the way states perceive and
interact with each other, and they play a
crucial role in shaping international security
dynamics. In the context of International
Security and the Changing Role of States in
the Global System, constructivism would
highlight how states perceptions of security
are shaped by their ideas about the changing
role of states in the global system. This
could include how states view their own
identity, their relationship with other states,
and their understanding of norms and values
in the international system.For example,
constructivism would emphasize how states'
perceptions of security may be influenced by
their evolving role in the global system. As
the global system undergoes changes such as
shifts in power, changes in norms and
values, and transformations in the nature of
threats, states may reassess their own
identity and interests, and adjust their
behavior accordingly. States may also be
influenced by the ideas and norms prevalent
in the international system, such as the
changing views on state sovereignty, human

rights, and global governance.

Constructivism would also highlight how
the changing role of states in the global
system can influence their interactions with

other states. States may form alliances,

cooperate, or compete based on their
perceptions of the changing role of states in
the international system. Constructivism
would emphasize the importance of social
constructs such as norms, values, and
identities in shaping state behavior, and how

these constructs can evolve and change over

time, influencing the dynamics of
international security.
Therefore, constructivism analyzes

International Security and the Changing
Role of States in the Global System by
examining how states perceptions of
security are shaped by social constructs such
as norms, values, and identities, and how the
changing role of states in the global system
can influence their behavior and interactions

with other states.

Empirical Review

International peace and security are
fundamental concepts in international
relations and global governance.
Maintaining peace and security among
nations is crucial for the stability and well-
being of the international community. In this
empirical review, we will examine key
literature and empirical studies related to the
concept of international peace and security.

Many empirical studies have explored the

causes and consequences of conflicts, as
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well as the factors that contribute to peace.
For example, Collier and Hoeffler (2004)
conducted a widely cited study on the
economic causes of civil wars, finding that
factors such as low income, inequality, and
natural resource dependence are significant
predictors of conflict. Other studies have
examined the role of political, social, and
cultural factors in influencing the likelihood
of conflicts and the prospects for peace

(Gleditsch et al., 2002; Regan, 2002).

United Nations Reports on Peacekeeping
Operations: The United Nations (UN) plays
a critical role in international peace and
security  through its peacekeeping
operations. Empirical studies based on UN
reports have examined the effectiveness of
peacekeeping

operations in preventing

conflicts,  protecting  civilians,  and

facilitating post-conflict reconstruction. For
(2008)

quantitative analysis of UN peacekeeping

instance, Fortna conducted a

missions and found that peacekeeping
operations with robust mandates and larger
troop deployments tend to be more effective
in reducing violence and preventing the

recurrence of conflicts.

Global Indices on Peace and Security:
Several organizations, such as the Global

Peace Index (GPI) and the Institute for

Economics and Peace (IEP), have developed
global indices to measure and rank countries
based on their level of peace and security.
These indices use a range of indicators,
including levels of violence, political
instability, and militarization, to assess the
peacefulness of countries and identify trends
over time. Empirical studies utilizing these
indices have examined the relationships
between peace, security, and various socio-
economic, political, and environmental
factors (Kucera & Barrett, 2017; Morgan et

al., 2018).

International institutions, such as the United
Nations Security Council (UNSC), the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), and
the European Union (EU), play a crucial role
in maintaining international peace and
security. Empirical studies have examined
the effectiveness of these institutions in
addressing conflicts and promoting peace.
For instance, Diehl and Druckman (2010)
analyzed the decision-making process of the
UNSC in responding to international crises
and found that factors such as power
relations among member states, the presence
of veto powers, and regional dynamics
the council's to act

influence ability

decisively in maintaining peace and security.

10
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Arms control and disarmament efforts are
central to promoting international peace and
security. Empirical studies have explored the
impact of arms control agreements, such as
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons (NPT) and the Chemical
Weapons Convention (CWC), on reducing
of mass

the proliferation of weapons

destruction (WMDs) and conventional

weapons. For example, Hultman et al.
(2014) conducted a quantitative analysis of
the impact of arms control agreements on
reducing the use of force and found that
such agreements can contribute to enhancing

security and reducing conflict escalation.

Challenges to International Security

The topic of international security and the
changing role of states in the global system
present several challenges that researchers,
policymakers, and practitioners need to

consider. Some of the challenges include:

a. Complex and Evolving Nature of
International Security: International security
is a multifaceted and dynamic concept that
encompasses various traditional and non-
traditional  security threats, such as
terrorism, armed conflicts, cyber warfare,
climate change, and pandemics. Analyzing
and understanding the complexity and
international

evolution  of security

challenges require interdisciplinary
approaches, in-depth research, and up-to-

date knowledge.

b. Shifting Power Dynamics among States:
The global system is characterized by
shifting power dynamics among states, with
emerging powers challenging the dominance
of traditional powers. This change in power
dynamics impacts the role of states in
international security, as it influences their
ability to shape global security policies,
engage in strategic alliances, and project
influence. Understanding the changing
power dynamics and their implications for
international careful

security  requires

analysis and geopolitical awareness.

¢. Multilateralism vs. Unilateralism: States

may adopt different approaches in
addressing international security challenges,
ranging from multilateralism, where states
cooperate through international institutions
and agreements, to unilateralism, where
states pursue their interests independently.
Balancing between multilateralism and
unilateralism can be challenging, as it
involves navigating complex diplomatic
relations, addressing conflicting interests,
and managing issues of sovereignty and

national security.

11
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Thus, the topic of international security and
the changing role of states in the global
several that

system present challenges

require interdisciplinary analysis,

geopolitical awareness, ethical

considerations, and global cooperation.
Navigating these challenges is crucial for
policymakers and practitioners to effectively
address international security threats and

ensure global stability and peace.

Solutions to International Security
Problems .
Addressing the challenges related to

international security and the changing role
of states in the global system requires
comprehensive and multifaceted solutions.

Some potential solutions include:

a. Interdisciplinary Approaches: Given the

complexity of international security
challenges, interdisciplinary approaches that
draw on various fields such as political
science, international relations, law,
economics, sociology, and technology can
provide a more nuanced understanding of
the issues at hand.  Encouraging
collaboration among experts from different
disciplines can lead to more informed policy

decisions and effective strategies.

b. Geopolitical Awareness: Understanding

the shifting power dynamics among states

and their implications for international

security requires geopolitical awareness.

Policymakers and practitioners need to

closely monitor global trends, geopolitical
developments, and regional dynamics to
adapt their policies accordingly. Engaging in

constructive  dialogue, diplomacy, and

strategic alliances can help manage power

shifts and promote stability.

c. Balanced Approach between

Multilateralism and Unilateralism: Striking a

balance between multilateralism and

unilateralism is crucial in addressing

international security challenges. States need

to  cooperate  through  international

institutions and agreements while also

safeguarding their national interests.

Promoting inclusive and cooperative

multilateralism, building consensus, and
finding common ground among states can
foster effective global governance and

cooperation.

Addressing the challenges related to

international security and the changing role
of states in the global system requires
comprehensive and proactive approaches
interdisciplinary  analysis,

that involve

geopolitical awareness, ethical
considerations, and global cooperation. By

adopting such approaches, policymakers and

12
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practitioners can work towards ensuring
global stability, security, and peace in the

evolving international security landscape.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the evolving landscape of
international security and the changing role
of states in the global system pose
significant challenges that require careful
consideration and strategic responses. The
complex interplay of geopolitical shifts,
emerging technologies, regional dynamics,
and global trends has reshaped the
traditional notions of state sovereignty and
security. As states navigate this changing
landscape, it is crucial to recognize the
multifaceted nature of international security
challenges and adopt a holistic approach that
includes

diplomacy, multilateralism,

responsible use of technology, and

addressing root causes.

Recommendations

Based on the challenges and potential
solutions identified above, here are some
recommendations for further research and
policy considerations on the topic of
international security and the changing role

of states in the global system:

a. Conduct In-Depth

Shifts:

Analysis  of

Geopolitical Researchers  and

policymakers should conduct in-depth

analysis of current and anticipated
geopolitical shifts, including changes in
power dynamics among states, regional
dynamics, and global trends. This can help
in developing informed policies and
strategies to adapt to the changing landscape

of international security.

b. Foster Interdisciplinary Research and
Collaboration: Encourage interdisciplinary
research and collaboration among experts
fields,

from various including political

science, international relations, law,
economics, sociology, and technology. This
can provide a more comprehensive and
nuanced understanding of the complex
challenges related to international security
and the evolving role of states in the global

system.

¢. Promote Responsible Use of Technology:

Emphasize the responsible use of

technology in the context of international

security.  This  includes  developing
regulatory frameworks, promoting
cybersecurity, addressing the challenges

posed by emerging technologies, and
fostering international cooperation on cyber

1Ssues.

d. Strengthen Multilateral Institutions and

Agreements: Support efforts to strengthen

13
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multilateral institutions and agreements as

important mechanisms for global

governance and cooperation. Encourage
states to engage in inclusive and cooperative
multilateralism, build consensus, and find
common ground to address international

security challenges.

e. Foster Dialogue and Diplomacy: Promote

dialogue, diplomacy, and constructive

engagement among states as essential means
to manage conflicts, build trust, and find
peaceful resolutions to international security
challenges. Encourage states to prioritize

diplomatic efforts and seek diplomatic

solutions to disputes.
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